
The Southern Drift
Mt. Cook

Day 1: Welcome to Christchurch
Delve deep under the surface of the 
South Island of New Zealand to uncover 

with natural treasures, from glaciers 
and rugged peaks to raging rivers and 
plunging waterfalls. Your launch pad 
for this epic adventure is Christchurch, 
the Garden City, and a heady mix of 
British tradition and modern industrial 
architecture. Spend some free time 
relaxing or explore this lively city on 
your own terms. Tonight, meet your 
Travel Director and fellow travellers 
for a welcome drink and dinner. Hotel: 
Crowne Plaza, Christchurch. DW

Day 2: Christchurch – Punakaiki
Climb aboard one of the world’s most 
famous and spectacular scenic rail 
journeys, the TranzAlpine, crossing 
the lush green Canterbury farmlands, 
traversing deep river gorges and 
journeying through the heart of the 
snow-capped Southern Alps to Arthur’s 
Pass. Journey onwards by coach to 
Punakaiki to see the limestone Pancake 
Rocks, a natural wonder formed 
over millennia, and the Blowholes, 
through which the force of the 
Tasman Sea bursts forth during high 
tide. Tonight, stay in an eco-friendly 
resort right on the waterfront and 
surrounded by the Paparoa National 
Park. Hotel: Punakaiki Resort. B DW

Day 3: Punakaiki – Franz Josef
The day starts at a leisurely pace before 
visiting the small town of Hokitika, 
renowned for its exquisite greenstone 
craft, which you’ll have a unique 
opportunity to admire during a jewellery 
demonstration by an expert jade 
carver. Proceed to the self-proclaimed 
wonderfully wacky gold mining town 
of Ross before arriving at the luminous 
blue-white Franz Josef Glacier, which 
legend has it was formed by the frozen 

to the local peaks. Spend tonight at eco-
friendly accommodation, surrounded 
by New Zealand’s pristine wilderness, 
and enjoy a unique opportunity to 
relax in Franz Josef’s local geothermal 
hot pools. Hotel: Te Waonui Forest 
Retreat, Franz Josef. B DW

Day 4: Franz Josef – Queenstown
Spend the morning at leisure relaxing at 
your forest retreat or see the imposing 

(own expense). Traversing the Haast 
Pass through New Zealand’s imposing 
Southern Alps and lush green beech 
forest, you’ll arrive on the pebbled shores 
of the glacial lakes of Wanaka and 
Hawea, stopping at Makarora. Delve into 
the gold mining heritage of Arrowtown 
before arriving in the adventure tourism 
hotspot of Queenstown. Hotel: Crowne 
Plaza, Queenstown, 3 nights. B DW

Discover 100% Pure New Zealand on this Inspiring Journey 
through the bountiful natural treasures of the South Island. 
From the still waters of Milford Sound and snow-capped 
peaks of the Southern Alps, to rolling hills and grassy 
plains of Central Otago, delve into the exquisite beauty 
of a land that has remained unchanged for millennia.

HIGHLIGHTS
Discover
• 

of Franz Josef Glacier
• The stunning peak of Mount Cook, 

rising above the Southern Alps
• 

Explore
• 

on the TranzAlpine Train
• Vibrant Queenstown, nestled at 

the foot of the Remarkables
• Kayak across the waters of 

magical Milford Sound

Immerse
• Enjoy a traditional Jade 

factory demonstration
• Learn the ancient sport of curling in Naseby
• Uncover Arrowtown’s gold mining heritage

Relax
• Stay in a luxury eco-lodge in 

Fiordland National Park
• Unwind in Franz Josef’s geothermal pools
• Cruise out to the Tasman 

Sea on Milford Sound

Taste
• 1 Highlight Dinner in Queenstown HD
• 10 full buffet breakfasts B
• CB
• 1 lunch L
• 8 dinners with wine DW
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Day 5: Queenstown Free Time
Banish all thoughts of spending 
the day lounging around and dive 
straight into the adrenalin capital 
of New Zealand. That means being 
bold and bungy jumping off bridges, 
abseiling down cliffs and jumping into 
waterfall pools, but you may just get 
away with exploring the restaurant 
and arts scene of Queenstown. This 
evening, enjoy a memorable Highlight 
Dinner at one of Queenstown’s 

B HD

Day 6: Queenstown Free Time

could see you take a trip to the Gibbston 

handcrafted premium wines and 
gourmet food or embarking on yet 
another day of adrenalin-busting fun. 
Board a racy jet boat and ride down 
the mighty Shotover River or attempt 
white water rafting down the Kawarau. 
Spend the evening dining at one of 
the many local restaurants and cafés 
in town against the backdrop of the 
beautiful snow-capped Remarkables. B

Day 7: Queenstown –  
Milford Sound
Your epic discovery of New Zealand’s 
natural wonders continues south along 
the tranquil shores of Lake Wakatipu, 
overlooked by the mighty range of the 
Remarkables, to Te Anau and deep into 
the dense rainforest of the exquisite 
World Heritage listed Fiordland 
National Park, sighting glaciers and 
rugged mountains as you weave your 
way west towards the coast. Drive 
through the hand-hewn Homer Tunnel 
and emerge into a photographer’s 
paradise, surrounded by Pop’s Lookout, 
Cleddau Valley and the scenic Mirror 
Lakes. Step off the beaten track and on 
the Chasm Walk for dramatic views 
of waterfalls before arriving at Milford 
Sound Lodge, with its unparalleled 
views of the Cleddau Valley. Hotel: 
Milford Sound Lodge, 2 nights. B DW

Day 8: Milford Sound
Wake up to the startling beauty of 
Milford Sound. Board the Southern 
Discoveries vessel for a half day 

Sail out to the Tasman Sea, looking 
for wildlife along the way, for a visit 
to the Underwater Observatory and 
an opportunity to go sea kayaking 
in Harrison Cove. B L DW

Day: 9 Milford Sound – 
Wedderburn
Embark on a journey from the 
rainforests of Fiordland to the dry 
and arid region of Central Otago. 
Arrive in Wedderburn and head 
out to a high-country farm to learn 
about life on the plains. Finish the 
day with dinner at the local pub. 
Hotel: Wedderburn Cottages. B DW

Day 10: Wedderburn – Mt. Cook
Travel to the town of Naseby to learn 
the history of this gold mining region. 
Maybe try your hand at the ancient sport 
of curling! From here it’s on towards the 
spectacular scenery of the Southern 
Alps and then along the shores of Lake 
Pukaki, before arriving at the foothills 
of Mt. Cook, spending the night in the 
beautiful Aoraki Mt. Cook National Park. 
Hotel: The Hermitage, Mt. Cook. CB DW

Day 11: Mt. Cook – Christchurch
View the Church of the Good Shepherd 
on the shores of Lake Tekapo, with 
its altar window framing stunning 
views of the lake and surrounding 
mountains. Crossing the Canterbury 
Plains, arrive in Christchurch and 
embark on a sightseeing tour to 
discover how the city is being rebuilt 
after the earthquake of 2011. Hotel: 
Crowne Plaza, Christchurch. B

Day 12: Farewell from 
Christchurch
Your Inspiring Journey through 
the South Island is at its end and 
it’s time to bid farewell to this 
beautiful land and new friends. B

DEPARTURES & PRICES

$6595
Per Person Twin Share

$8745
Single*
2018
Start  End
Oct 15 Oct 26
Dec 10 Dec 21

$6595
Per Person Twin Share

$8745
Single*
2019
Start  End

Jan 21 Feb 01

Feb 11 Feb 22
Feb 18 Mar 01

Mar 18 Mar 29

$6750
Per Person Twin Share

$8940
Single*

Dec 09 Dec 20

WAYS TO SAVE
Early payment discount
Save up to $659pp 
See page 18 for more great savings <

  Save up to $330 pp 

DINING
10 Full buffet breakfasts B 
1 Continental breakfast CB 

L 

HD 
DW

FLIGHT INFORMATION
Day 1 

Day 12 
Flights are not included in the holiday price

Visit aatkings.com/nzsi for additional departure dates. 
*Single traveller must pay the single price. Note: 
Itinerary, departure dates & prices may change from 
01/10/19.

per person twin 
share land only$6595From
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